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Welcome to our free and green February —March 2013 on-line issue of e Mggaziee by
www.AirShowsReview.com.

New Year's is barely behind us and 2013 is already shaping up to be an exciting and busy year for
%.@W We have added additional staff photographers to enhance our coverage of the air
show industry. They are from Malta, the Southwest United States and from Ireland. In a few short
years, The Magazine has steadily grown and our worldwide recognition is on the rise. We are proud
to announce that we are now a member of the International Council of Air Shows (ICAS) and we at-
tended our very first ICAS convention in Las Vegas. Look for our in-depth coverage of the conven-
tion on page 76 of this issue. We are currently working on some surprises for later in the season
that we think our readers will really enjoy, so stay tuned!

We are flattered to have received many applications from photographers interested in becoming
contributors to e 7e. However, at this time, we can only consider applications from pho-
tographers on the West Coast of Canada, in the Texas area, in the UK, Eastern Europe, Russia,
Australia, Japan or elsewhere in Asia. Our requirements are fairly simple:you must have a DSLR
camera, know how to use it well and be able to speak and write in English. For additional informa-
tion, contact us at info@airshowsreview.com

e . /ﬁ{(/azi/w

join & follow us
on facebook.

EDITOR: info@airshowsreview.com

CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHERS and JOURNALISTS:

Ricardo von Puttkammer, Wolfgang Jarisch, Peter Thivessen, Stefan Seville, Joe Osciak, Michele Giardini, Takeshi Shi-
noda, Dan Adams, Norman Graf, Ray Pace, Aaron Rumfallo, and Paul Kolbe.

MAILING ADDRESS: 130 Madison Avenue, 2nd Floor, New York, NY 10016 USA

IMPORTANT NOTE: %‘/@W is interactive with invisible hot-links, by hovering over some
of the images and advertisements, the cursor changes into a pointing hand and a small window will
highlight the destination path to the web site that the reader can visit for further information.

Copyright 2013 ASR Media LLC. The Magazine may not be edited, or sold without prior written
consent. However, you are free to distribute it at no charge, as long as it is back linked to our site. All
trade names, trademarks, manufacturer names, photographic images and textual works submitted and
used in this publication, are the property of their respective owners.
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Help us to keep FZe . #ggaziee FREE Help us with your donation!

Any amount is much appreciated and it is easy to do through PayPal. Just click on the “Donate” link,
this will take you to our site for the Donation page and make your donation.

Donate
wisa (5 [ o]

Please note: none of our staff are paid, they all are volunteers, your donation helps in the cost of
producing the issue and to run the ASR site.

All our supporters who donate $50 or more will receive our 3.5” patch as way of saying thanks.

WHY PAY MORE

FOR .COM? INCLUDES FREE

PRIVATE DOMAIN
REGISTRATION!

Network Solutions

First Year*

$44.98
Aerotainment News

www.IndyTransponder.com
Air Shows  Air Racing = Aviation Heritage

GoDaddy

First Year*

$22.16

TRANSPONDER
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AR Aviaiion Park Opep

Ar’riizlz and photography by Ray Pace

The SAFI Aviation Park Open Day 2012 was organized by Malta Enterprise and held on Sunday 7th October
2012, a week after the Malta International Air Show, enabling aircraft enthusiasts to have another opportunity
to see up close operations relating to their hobby. The weather was excellent with clear blue skies. The organiz-
ers said that 8,000 people visited the Aviation Park.

The aim of the Open Day was to give the general public the opportunity to view the facilities at the Safi Aviation
Park, a €17 million project inaugurated earlier this year. Moreover, the public was also being given the chance
not only to meet stakeholders.in the local aviation industry, ranging from the maintenance companies which
operate from the park, to flight $¢hoo|s mi trclubs, but also to learn more about the oppyﬂ{iﬁes the
industry offers through the presence oﬁ‘gﬁ Mrlse the Malta College for Arts, Sor(ce and Technology
(MCAST) and ﬁ Employment and Tralr.B Corpor-on (ETC), which respectively h;#ﬂ{ghteij busin@$s, training
and emplo t opportunltles
K jm;

—d
-The AV|at|on park cur@‘nas two ten&nts Medawa andjﬂ_'l’:_cﬁmcs Aihlrd te|+| nt, spray- painting company
AV|at|9n Cosmetics is currently planning the construction of a third faC|I|ty This would leave space for three

more hangars, ranging in size between 2,500 sqm and 5,000 sqm each - 1't
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Numerous stands were set up by the local flying schools, local businesses and educational institutions, the Civil
otection as well as a token representation by the Armed Forces of Malta Air Wing.
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Assistance and various exhibit areas above, that included the Malta
Aviation Museum Foundation, a great place to visit when in Malta and a
Sky People Tecnam P2002JF. Opposite page, inside the SR Technics
hangar with the Easy Jet Airbus 399-111 and the Orbest Arizonia Airbus
320-214.
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A refreshment and food stall was provided with tables and chairs to take a
break. Prices were reasonable ranging from €1.50 for a soft drink to €5.50 for
a Chicken/Lamb Donor. Restroom facilities were more than adequate. First
Aid crews were also present.

Visitors could see work in progress on an Easy Jet Airbus 319-111 Reg HB-JZK
and the opportunity to see the docking of an Orbest Arizonia Airbus 320-214
Reg EC-KYZ which had just landed at the Malta International Airport for a 2C
check at the SR Technics hangar. At the Medavia hangar, visitors could see
work in progress on the refitting of a United Nations Humanitarian Air Service
Beech 1900D reg 9H-AFI.

Amongst the aircraft on display, one could find the following aircraft::

Armed Forces of Malta Bulldog reg no AS0021

Medavia Dash 8-300 reg no 9H-AEY

Medavia reg no 9H-AAP

Air Libya De Havilland Canada DHC-6-300 Twin Otter reg no 5A-DHN
Sky People Tecnam P2002JF reg no 9H-SKY

Sky People Piper PA28-161 Warrior Il reg no 9H-FLY

9H-PAT Malta Wings Co. Ltd. Tecnam P2006T

Piper PA-28-161 Warrior Il reg 9H-AEZ — European Pilot Academy
Cessna U206B Super Skywagon 9H-ADW — Malta School of Flying
Apollo Delta Jet 2 reg 9H-UDJ Buzz Flight Training

Robert Farrugia from Malta Enterprise told me that “The objectives of the
Open Day were reached...the attendance was overwhelming with a steady
flow of people throughout the day, with most visitors taking interest in what
was being shown to them. This served to generate awareness about the indus-
try, the opportunities it offers and the services currently available. Even par-
ticipants in the Open Day had very good feedback to give. Given the very posi-
tive feedback received, Malta Enterprise will be looking into the possibility of
organizing another Open Day in the coming year, either once again at the Safi
Aviation Park or otherwise at some other industrial zone which falls under the
responsibility of Malta Industrial Parks. Through its various schemes, incen-
tives and support services, Malta Enterprise has helped in the formation and
consolidation of the local aviation industry. Amongst others, this may include
the allocation of industrial space, as well as fiscal or financial assistance
through its schemes and incentives aimed at facilitating investment and which
may be used to support the construction of the facilities. On a different level,
Malta Enterprise has also collaborated with MCAST on the development of
training courses targeted at the aviation industry, thereby ensuring the avail-
ability of a skilled workforce ready to take up the opportunities being gener-
ated.”

Back to INDEX
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The air show started on both days, Saturday and Sunday, around 9:15 am, with the thundering scream of
a Eurofighter, directly arriving from Zeltweg, Austria. This was only the second time in history that the

Austrian Air Forces performed a full flying display outside Austria. \_
[ —
A few minutes later the MiG-29 AS from the Slovak Air Force took off for the solo display. It’s always nice
to see this smoky warrior from the cold war. In the afternoon we saw two MiG-29s perform a
2012 OsiEVe)

dogfight deploying flares, but due to distance between them it was not as breathtaking as it
Air-to-air refueling demo by the French Boeing KC-135CF with a Czech Gripen on

could have been.
the boom. ©2012 Peter Thivessen

The Italian Air Force C-27) Spartan took off next. The take off
of this aircraft is always impressive. After the Royal Air Force
solo display came the opening flyby by the Czech Air Force,
with (3) Mil Mi-171, (3) Mil Mi-35V and (1) Alca. As of first of
September the Czech Air Force is responsible

The USAF B-52 H Stratofortress flight consisted of simulated tactical maneuvers, a slow photo

pass and landing with the drag chute deployed. The flying display flown by Capt. Kerry
Baker (Executive to the Commander) was about 15 minutes long. Longer than the
usual two flyby passes that we were used to at other air shows such as at Fairford. To

celebrate this event a special badge was prepared by the members of Barksdale AFB.

for air policing over the Baltic States. As a
result of this the Czech Air Force did not
participate with any solo jet display for
this year’s addition of the NATO-Days.
But we could see a rare picture over the sky in
Ostrava. We saw an air to air refueling from a French
Boeing KC-135CF and on the boom a Czech Gripen. This was a unique formation.
The oldest warbird flying was the B-25J

This year’s demonstration by the Austrian Air Force Sikorsky Black Hawk S-70 A from the Air Support Mitchell, built in 1944, from the Flying Bulls. The
Wing based in Langenlebarn, was much better than last year’s. The Swiss Air Force’s SuperAérospatiale aircraft was flown by Raimund Riedmann (Flight Opera-
AS332M1 Super Puma solo display was impressive as ever flown by Oberstleutnant (lieutenant colonel) tions Manager & Chief Pilot Fixed Wing) and Hans
Mariano Spada. Pallaske. The pilots flew this old glory with great skills

and gave many great opportunities for all the enthusiasts to take good images and leaving all spectators from
For 2012 from the Turkish Air Force came the F-16 SoloTiirk a rarely seen act in Central Europe. This dis- young to old very impressed.
play is one of the best F-16 Solo Displays worldwide. The display is very dynamic, very fast, and always
with flares. It is a display for the eyes and ears. After the great success from Saturday, SoloTiirk wanted to Captain Stefan "Stitch" Hutten, this year's display pilot from the Royal Netherlands Air Force, took off in the
present his wonderfully painted F-16 in a more exciting way to the spectators, but before he could finish wonderfully painted orange and black F-16. It was his first display season. Stitch is assigned to 312 Sgn and
his display, he was ordered by the Flight Safety Officer to end it, as he flew too low!! has gained approximately 800+ hours on the F-16 since starting his flying career in 2007.
The Italian Air Force Eurofighter solo display was next. This well known display is always an eye-catcher. The Red Arrows performed, since last year after a serious accident, with seven aircraft. Also from the RAF we
There is nothing like the scream of two Ljulka AL-21 axial flow turbojet engines at start up. The sounds could see the fantastically painted Tucano and the specially painted Hawk in the flying display. The RAF
emanated from the swing-wing, high speed, low level ground attack and recce aircraft, the Sukhoi SU-22 brought two specially painted Hawks to Ostrava: one static and one as demo.
M-4 Fitter K from the Polish Air Force. It is not often one can see one of this type of aircraft perform, but
this time it was two of them, and they did perform! Flying in tandem one had the wings extended the The Czech Air Force finished off this fabulous air show with a solo display of the Aero L-159 Alca.
other retracted, doing splits and crossovers. The Polish Su-22 Fitter demo team is a most welcomed addi- Overall the organizers did an excellent show: their website was informative and frequently updated, the
tion to the European Air Show scene. press accreditations were done very professionally and quickly. ASR would like to thank all their staff for their
For the first time outside of France, the French Air Force tactical demo team RAMEX-DELTA with (2) Mi- hospitality especially Tereza Slosarové and Ing. Michal Holubec.

rage 2000 N, showed their high level of flying and aerobatic skills in a very impressive display. In two ship
formation they simulated ground attacks and air surveillance.
Page 10 Page 11
Back to INDEX



B-52H USAF, top left by Wolfgang Jarisch
Sukhoi SU-22 M-4 Fitter K’'s mid left by Peter Thivessen

RAF Red Arrows bottom left by Peter Thivessen

The Austrian Eurofighter top right by Wolfgang Jarisch

NATO E-3A AWACS and the Dutch F-16 bottom right by Peter Thivessen
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2012

e The Italian Air Force’s Eurofighter Typhoon, left top by Wolfgang Jarisch

e The RAF Short Tucano T.1, left middle by Wolfgang Jarisch

e The Swiss SuperAérospatiale AS332M1 Super Puma, left bottom by Wolfgang Jarisch
e The Czech C-295M with the Aero L-159 Alca, right top Peter Thivessen

e The Czech Mi-24V, right middle by Peter Thivessen

o The Slovak MiG-29AS, lots of smoke, right bottom by Wolfgang Jarisch
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| was one of the first people to see the newest acquisition of the Flying Bulls inside the maintenance hangar:
one of the last Bristol Sycamore helicopters surviving worldwide. The Flying Bulls bought this helicopter from
a private owner in Switzerland, including twelve Alvis Leonides engines. Yes that’s right, twelve engines. The
helicopter wears the old paint scheme from the Royal Air Force Air Support Command. However, prior to the
RAF livery, the helicopter actually as is a MK52 version belonged to the German Air Force (78+17). The engi-
neers and technicians are working very hard to bring this helicopter back to a flying condition. I'm sure that
the project is going to be a great success, because the professional Flying Bulls are at work! Once the helicop-
ter is airworthy it will be the only one of this type.

The cleanliness of the maintenance hangar is very impressive. The aircraft and helicopters in it look like
they just left their original factories, perhaps even better, if that is possible, especially with the older aircraft.
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Following a smooth landing at Ostrava airport, we could see that many people and crew members were wav-
ing to us, and taking our pictures. Thus, | had no picture of the arrival of the B-25, but at this moment | really
preferred my situation of being inside of the B-25. After we parked on the tarmac and exited from the B-25,
the airport’s operational manager greeted us warmly. For me it was time to say good-bye to the crew and go
to look for my fellow ASR contributor Peter, and to tell him about my flight.

During the weekend-long air show the visitors, enthusiasts and also all NATO-crews could see the wonderful
display from the Flying Bulls B-25J Mitchell. Raimund Riedman and Hans Pallaske did an excellent job. The
Red Bull B-25J was the only civil registered aircraft which took part at the flying display for the NATO-Days
2012 in Ostrava.

On Sunday 23rd September evening it was time for me to say good-bye to my colleague and friend Peter, as it
was time for my flight back to Salzburg. | met Don Landl and Thomas Honegger on the hot ramp area, as the B-
25 was taxiing back after the end of the display. The crew once again had started to prepare the aircraft for
the flight back home. After the B-25 was fueled the crew was ready to board the aircraft. The operational
manager from Ostrava airport came out once again to personally offer best wishes for our flight and good-
byes, and we boarded the B-25. Engines on, waiting for the correct oil temperature and with the runway
lights on we were ready to take off. Meanwhile all visitors had left the airfield, and the only photographers
left on the field were the aircrews. The B-52 crew ran to the taxiway to take the last pictures of the B-25 as
we’re waiting for the permission to take off. What a rush when the B-25 takes off and accelerates on the run-
way. We climbed up in the sky over Ostrava where we flew directly back home to Austria at a height of
around 3000ft. | really enjoyed this flight: with the late evening light in the west, what a view! | will never for-
get this flight. After a very smooth landing in Salzburg it was time for me to say good-bye to the crew. As | was
driving home it finally sunk in that the past weekend was not a dream, but in fact it was reality!

| would like to thank on behalf of ASR the Red Bull organization especially Ms. Sylvie Pichler, Assistant to the
General Manager and Flight Operation, the Pilots Raimund Riedmann and Hans Pallaska, the technicians Don
Landl and Thomas Honegger for their hospitality and for making this report possible.”
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After re-fueling, on the way back to Salzburg.

-
o ¥ WU '

—
P & .y e —

The world’s greatest airshow!

Tickets on sale from the end of November. Go to airtattoo.com to buy tickets early and save money,

: and to find out when we will start announcing the first aircraft for 2013!
T - Like us on facebook and follow us on twitter for regular news and updates.
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Eurocopter HH-65D Dolphin to the left.
Sikorsky S-76B, middle left.

UH-1N Iroquois Twin Huey, top.
CH-46 Sea Knight, bottom.

Autogyro, above.

) P ol & Bell 47, top
Photography by Joe Osciak N e e o E AH-1W SuperCobra, bottom.

Bell CH-146 Griffon to the left.

Back to INDEX




A HERO'S LEGACY: USS MICHAEL MURPHY I'BG'”E-) COMMISSIONING

—

newest Arleigh Burke class destroyer carrying his name. Hundreds gathered alongside the destroyer on Man-
hattan’s West Side for ¢ al and inspirational ceremony that brought the new destroyer to life as she




It was June 28, 2005 when Lt. Michael P Murphy led his four-man SEAL team to an observation post high in the mountains
near Asadabad, Afghanistan. His team was looking for an anti-coalition militia leader in the area. Unfortunately, Murphy’s
team was soon stumbled upon by local goat herders. After a debate as to whether or not to kill the goat herders to ensure
the security of their position, Murphy decided, on moral grounds, to let the men go. Sadly, these men betrayed the SEAL’s
position to Taliban fighters who soon attacked the four men in force. With his men outgunned and gravely injured, Lt. Mur-
phy made a daring run to open ground, exposing himself to withering enemy fire, to be able to make a satellite call for help.
Ultimately, Murphy and two of his men were killed and the fourth, Marcus Lutrell, was able to escape with the help of
friendly locals. The tragedy did not end there. In the race to rescue the SEAL team, an MH-47 with 16 men aboard was shot
down and all aboard were killed. For his selfless actions during this operation, known as Operation Red Wings, Lt. Murphy
was awarded the Medal of Honor.

Born in New York’s Long Island, and known by all as “Murph” growing up, he also earned the nickname “Protector” due to
his reputation for standing up for those who were in need. Many of the speakers during the commissioning ceremony high-
lighted Murphy’s outstanding personal qualities as they reminded the crew of the high standards to which they would have
to live and operate. You can watch a video of the commissioning ceremony by clicking here: http://youtu.be/5XBBxyFZKkQ

Speakers included New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg, Admiral William McRaven of the US Special Operations Com-
mand and Senator Charles Schumer (NY). Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus delivered the keynote address before the as-
sembled crowd. Finally, the ship’s Commanding Officer, Commander Tom Shultz, addressed the crowd and his crew. After
hoisting the US flag on the ship for the first time and setting the first watch, he called upon the ship’s sponsor, Lt. Murphy’s
mother, Maureen Murphy to “bring the ship to life.” With her words “Officers and men of the USS Michael Murphy, man
your ship and bring her to life!” the crew ran in unison to board the ship. Streaming up the gangways, they raced to their
positions manning the rails. Then, the sirens and horns of the ship sounded as her weapons systems and radars came to life
as the USS Michael Murphy (DDG-112) took her place among the US Navy’s surface warfare fleet. She will join Destroyer
Squadron 31 and be home ported in Hawaii.

In addition to the speakers and the time-honored traditions of the ceremony, three US Navy Leap Frogs parachuted from an
SH-60 to bring in the US flag, along with SEAL trident flag and the FDNY flag. Two F/A-18C Hornets from VFA-204 “River Rat-
tlers” flew over as well. Interestingly, as a reserve aggressor squadron, the Hornets were painted in a Russian camouflage
pattern.

The emotional and moving ceremony was a fitting trib-
ute to Lt. Murphy’s legacy and to those who died during
Operation Red Wings. The traditions of the Navy, the
spirit and intrepidity of her crew and the leadership of
her officers will continue to serve as a living monument
to Murph’s memory.

ASR Media would like to thank Lt. Callie Ferrari and her
entire team at the Navy Office of Information East for
their invaluable assistance in making our coverage of
this event possible.
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CAF MIDLAND AIRSHO

Report and photography by Ricarco von Puttkamimer

The 49th Annual CAF AIRSHO was held at the Commemorative Air Force Headquarters in Midland, Texas on
October 13 and 14. This is one of the best warbird shows in the world. Beautiful clouds adorned this west
Texas skies to make a perfect weekend for an air show.

What is known today as the Commemorative Air Force had its beginnings in 1957 with the purchase of a P-51.
Now the organization has more than 9,000 members and operates 156 aircraft distributed to 73 units in 27
states.

20+ year air show veteran performer Jan Collemer, from Dallas, Texas, opened the air display portion of the
show in his beautiful Extra 300L. New to the air show circuit, Jarod Flohr, a West Texas Native, from nearby
Stanton also flew a Extra 300L. This was his second air show and he delivered a great performance.

Air show Legend Julie Clark flew her stunning T-34 both days, including the evening show on Saturday to the
pleasure of the attending public. Fitted with a F-4 Phantom J-79 engine, the Indy Boys Jet School reached
speeds upwards of 300mph down the runway spewing long flames and smoke. This is particularly impressive
during the evening show. They also brought in their Port-o-Jet, a portable toilet attached to a go cart chassis,
powered by Boeing turbine engine from a navy mine sweeper. What a way to go to the bathroom. One com-
ment heard from a visiting media member from Australia was “ only in America”. Matt Younkin demonstrated
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to everyone what he could do with his Beech 18 in his show-stopping act. At night he lit up the Midland skies.

The main attraction in Midland is the vast array of warbirds both in the air and on the ground. There were 4
P-51s flying during the show. A rare P-63 also flew. 2 B-25s, a B-17 and the mighty B-29. The Aeroshell Aero-
batic Team flew their AT-6 Texans during the main daytime shows and in the evening show. The Tora, Tora,
Tora team recreated the attack on Pearl Harbor complete with smoke, fire and explosions. Flying displays
from an FG-1D Corsair, SB2C Helldiver and a TBM Avenger represented the Navy. In the trainer category there
were T-6s, T-28, PT-19 and PT-26 among others. Some of the liaison aircraft that took to the air were the
North American L-17A, Stinson S105 and UC-61.

An A-10 from the A-10 East Demo Team, from Moody AFB, Georgia flew the Heritage flight with a P-51D. It
also performed solo, making very low passes in front of the crowd. A highlight of the show was the formation
flying of a B-29 and 3 P-51s.

ASR Media would like to thank Karissa Kiesnet, public relations manager , Ralph Royce, the Airboss and Jay
Burns for all of their help making this one of the best air shows of the year to cover. This premiere annual
warbird show should not be missed.
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e B-17 with two B-25 simulating a bombing run, left top.
e Matt Younkin with his Beech 18, left bottom.

e P-51 “Boo-Man-Choo” right top.

e Avrare P-63 Kingcobra, right bottom.




At the heart of the /mage .

e Tora, Tora, Tora as always had a striking show, top.

___FG-1D Corsair_flying low in front of the wall of fir
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MCAS MIRAMAR AIR SHOW

REPORT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY NORMAN A GRAF

MCAS Miramar held its annual Air Show October 12-14, 2012, featuring two jet demonstra- The Silver Wings Wingwalking team then slowed things down a bit, with Margaret Stivers
tion teams, full tactical demonstrations pthe F/A-18 Super Hornet, AV-8B Harrier Il, performing on the wings of the Stearman piloted by Hartley Folstad. Dan Buchanan followed
MV-22 Osprey and the F-22A Raptor, warbirds, several civilian aerobatic performers, multi- with his graceful hang glider performance. The B-25N Mitchell “Executive Sweet” then put

ple parachute teams, and the Marine Air-Ground Task Force assaul
(MAGTF). Seven hours of flying each day, a night show on Saturday, an
tar ac filled W|th alrcraft on stat

on a nice demonstration, which was followed by the Navy Trainer Parade, featuring PT-17
Stearmans, PT-22 Recruits, an SNJ, a T-28 Trojan, T-34 Mentors and Greg “Wired” Colyer in
his T-33 “Ace Maker.” This was followed by two solo trainer demos: the Beechcraft T-6C
Texan I, and then John Collver in his AT-6 Texan “War Dog.” Mike Wiskus then thrilled the
crowds with his high-energy aerobatic maneuvers in the bright red Lucas Oil Pitts S-1 bi-
plane. The Red Bull Air Force then took to the skies, with demonstrations by Chuck Aaron in
the helicopter, Kirby Chambliss in the Edge 540, and the parachutists in their squirrel suits.
Bret Willat then put on an impressive glider display. The Patriots Jet Team ended the morn-
ing with their six-ship performance. Their distinctive colored smoke stood out particularly
well against the clouds on Friday. The*er on started off with the Golden Knights and
Leap Frogs flying in the colors. Soon the skie&re filled with a multitude of aircraft as the
o KC-130J Hercules tankers passed overhead, the first refueling two pairs
rnets, the next trailing two CH-53s. The Hornets and Harriers then made
ing and bombing passes, accompanied by loud and showy pyrotech-

the show never seen before. The flying
eing devoted to civilian acts and the

5 incredible manoeuvres and per-
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The 28th Annual Wings Over Houston Air Show was held October 27-28, 2012 under clear skies and with cool temperatures at
Ellington Field in Houston, Texas. Presented by the Ghost Squadron of the Commemorative Air Force’s Houston Wing, the Gulf
Coast Wing and Toral!Tora!Toral, this world-class event highlights military aviation both past and present and benefits charita-
ble and non-profit organizations throughout the city. With a very large number of warbirds (including several rare models) fly-
ing, the Tora! Tora! Tora! Pearl Harbor re-enactment, two thrilling aerobatic performances, the Osprey and Raptor tactical
demos, the ANG jet truck and the Blue Angels, there was something for everybody.

The gates opened promptly at 0800. With close-in parking and efficient security and ticketing at the gates, getting to the flight-
line quickly to secure a spot along the fence was a breeze. There was a large number of aircraft on static display, with the war-
bird display at the far left of the showline. This area also served as the hot ramp, so was closed off before flying began, opening
up later in the afternoon on Saturday. Getting to see all the aircraft, vendors and display booths before the flying began was a
challenge. The RE/MAX Parachute jumpers flew in the flag to start the show at 10:30, followed by a very impressive tactical
demo by the MV-22 of VMM-166 “SeaElk”. There was another Osprey on static, attracting long lines of visitors throughout the
day. A formation flight of B-25, FAU, P-40, FAF, two Mustangs and a Zero gave a taste of things to come. The A6M2 Zero then
put on a very impressive solo aerobatic display, showing how nimble and maneuverable this fighter is. A mock attack on the
Mitchell put both of the aircraft through their paces, with the bomber desperately trying to evade the attacking fighter and the
Zero going inverted to get the shot. The seven aircraft then made numerous passes, both singly and in formations. This part of
the show ended with a solo aerobatic performance by the F7F Tigercat.

The air-raid sirens began to wail as the sky filled with the multitude of Japanese aircraft recreating the attack on Pearl Harbor
which launched the US into the Second World War. Soon explosions began to rock the infield with plumes of smoke and fire
and fighter and torpedo bombers zoomed in from all directions in a carefully choreographed act.

Then came the part of the show which warbird aficionados from all over the world come to Houston to see: the American Air-
power Heritage Demo. This year’s flying extravaganza was composed of four parts: Doolittle's Raid, America Trains for War,
European Theater, and Naval Aviation / Pacific Theater. The first, featuring three Mitchell bombers (two B-25Js and one rare
Marine PBJ) commemorated the 70" anniversary of the Doolittle raid on Tokyo. Then twenty trainers filled the skies and made
numerous passes (see our online review). The diversity of the types and markings was truly amazing and the organizers are to
be commended for assembling such a broad collection and putting them on display. The European Theater display featured a
similarly broad selection of fighters and bombers: a B-17 and the three Mitchells were joined by the usual Mustangs, Warhawk
and Thunderbolt but also such rare types as the P-63 King Cobra and A-26 Invader. And finally the Naval aircraft put on a fine
display. The PBJ remained in the air, joined by no less than seven fighters: three Bearcats, two Corsairs, the Wildcat and the Ti-
gercat. It was a real treat to see both of the Navy’s dive-bombers in the air at the same time: the SBD Dauntless and the SB2C
Helldiver which replaced it. An A-1 Skyraider rounded out the field in its ground attack role.
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Sean D. Tucker then thrilled the crowds with his amazing aerobatic performance, fol-
lowed by the RE/MAX parachute team gliding in their squirrel suits before popping
their chutes and landing right at show center. David Martin later performed in the
Breitling CAP 232.

A QF-4E Phantom Il from Holloman AFB made three very nice passes before the F-22
Raptor took to the skies. Maj. Henry “Schadow” Schantz really wowed the crowd with
his full tactical demonstration. The rare four-ship Heritage Flight featured the Raptor
and the Phantom together with the P-51 Mustang “Galveston Gal” and the brightly
coloured P-47 Thunderbolt “Tarheel Hal.”

And then it was time for the headline act, the Blue Angels. Fat Albert, the C-130 sup-
port aircraft, started off the show with a 45 degree tactical takeoff, followed
by several high speed passes and 60 degree banking turns before ending
with a tactical steep-descent landing. With clear skies and unlimited visibility,
the Blue Angels were able to put on their full high show. After
landing they came to the showline to sign autographs and answer
guestions from their many fans. The grounds remained open until @
6PM, giving attendees more time to view the multitude of aircraft

on static display or to visit any of the vendor or exhibitor booths.

¥

Attendance was estimated at 100,000. There were
sufficient food booths and bath-
room facilities distributed
throughout the air show grounds
that lines were not an issue, and *\ﬁ'

. h a¥ &
prices were reasonable. Chalets with &g
premium seating and catered food and drinks
were also available. Photographers had the option of-pur-
chasing a Sunrise Photo Tour Pass or Photo Pit Pass to gain either early
access or elevated risers, tent area, drinking water, and restrooms in a
chalet area. The viewing area is west of the 17/35 runway, meaning
that the afternoon sun is behind you, making for perfect conditions for &=
photographers. The action, especially taxiing, takes place quite close to
the audience; a 300mm lens is sufficient to capture all but the smaller
aerobatic planes in detail.

Ralph Royce and Rob Reider formed the perfect team of Air Boss and Announcer. Ku-
dos to Ralph for keeping the show right on schedule with so many, and so many dif-
ferent, aircraft in the air at the same time.

ASR Media would like to thank Scott Tims for arranging the media opportunities and
for making the air show itself such an enjoyable experience. This premier air show
should be on the must-see list for warbird enthusiasts and general air show fans alike.
See you in Houston in 2013!
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The annual open house and air show at Gifu Air Base, a Japan Air
Self Defense Force (JASDF) facility 35 km north of Nagoya was
held on 28th Oct. 2012. The base is famous for the development
of aircraft and weapon systems by Kawasaki Heavy Industries
who are located on the base. Kawasaki Heavy Industries has
been manufacturing and testing military aircraft at this site since
before WWII. This year was the 50th anniversary of the base.

Prior to the open day, there is an unofficial rehearsal day on 25th
October 2012, not open to the public, however ASR Media LLC,
gained access to take images. We were located as part of the
media at the end of runway, we had a clear view for all the land-
ings during this sunny day.

On the open day at Gifu AB, the weather was not that great; in
fact it rained heavily causing bad visibility. More than 50,000
people came despite the weather. However, only a reduced pro-
gram was performed for the spectators due to the rain.

ASR Media wants to recognize and thank Public Affairs Officers:
Mrs. Terashima and Mrs. Maeda, at Gifu AB for their help and
arrangements.

C-1, T-4, F-4EJ, F-2B and T-4, far left.

OH-1, top middle.

T-4, top right.

Boeing KC-767 with an F-15 doing a fuel demo,
above.

F-2B. Bottom right.
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e The ANG Team, on the center of the page.
e Navy N2S, top right.
o Bill Leff and his T-6, bottom right.

The final performance of the year by the Navy Blue Angels was held on November 2, and 3 at Na-
val Air Station Pensacola in Florida. After 69 shows, starting in March, they came home before
flying west to Naval Air Facility EI Centro for the winter months where they will prepare for the
2013 season. This was also the last show for the Boss, Capt. Greg McWherter flying the num-
ber 1 aircraft. On Sunday, The Museum of Naval Aviation held the Change of Command
Ceremony of the Blue Angels, the new Boss is Cmdr. Thomas Frosch. v

Unlike most other air shows, this one was held on Friday and Saturday. The gates opened
both days at 0800 to the public, bringing 50,000 on Friday and 112,000 on Saturday. Under
beautiful Pensacola skies the show started with a parade of modern trainers. The Navy was
represented by T-6A, T-39 and T-45 while the Air Force had its T-1A and T-6A flying. Next
came Otto, the Helicopter a Schweizer 300C flown by Roger Buis in a routine loved by young
and old. Two Boeing Stearmans, a PT-17 and an N2§, flying in formation representing an early
era of flight training, followed Otto.

Bill Leff, with more than 20,000 hours in the air, flew his T-6, leaving trails of white smoke in
the blue skies. We had the pleasure to see Jan Collmer flying his Extra 300L, in the same
great performance as in Midland Texas two weeks earlier. Lt. Col. John Klatt g i
took to the air in his Air National Guard MXS aircraft. Mike Rambo flew
the Beechcraft T-6C demonstrator. The T-6 is now flying with the US Air
Force, US Navy, and the air forces of Israel, Greece and Iraq. It is also
the primary trainer of the NATO Flying Training Canada Program.

It was time for the opening ceremonies, with the traditional flag drop and singing of the
National Anthem. A member of the Emerald Coast Skydiving Team jumped with the flag
while David Martin circled the jumper in his Breitling CAP 232. The Navy flew the F-18F
Super Hornet next. The US Air Force Heritage Flight was flown by Lee Lauderback in the
TF-51D Crazy Horse 2 and F-16C.

-

Special Operations Commando Parachute Team, the Black Daggers jumped .= =
from a Rhode Island Air National Guard C-130. -
The US Marines flew one of their MV-22 Osprey followed by Team RV and Chuck
Aaron’s specially modified Red Bull BO-105.

The final act of the show was the Blue Angels, with their C-130T Fat Albert demo rou-
tine just prior to the F-18s taking to the air.

There were a few aircraft missing from the show this year since some of them
could not make it to Pensacola due to hurricane Sandy, which hit the US east
coast very hard just a few days before the show was to start. This is also

the reason why ASR could cover just the Saturday show since many flights had

been cancelled during the week. The Friday show included evening flying displays by some L A ""
of the performers including Bill Leff. ' '*.
.

ASR Media would like to thank Patrick J. Nichols and Harry C. White from Public Affairs Office for
their assistance.
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e The Heritage Flight with the F-16 and the P-51D Mustang, above. ' Presented by Jent”
e The Navy’s F/A-18F Super Hornet pulling vapour, below. ’ e
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London

FEATURING THE
Royal Canadian Air Force Snowbirds
Air Demonstration Team

Tickets available at the gate, on-line
and at participating Libro Financial Branches

For more information visit our website at
www.greatlakesinternationalairshow.ca
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The 2012 Nellis AFB Open House took place over Veteran’s Day weekend. Celebrating 71 years of airpower in Las Ve-
gas, the show featured the full spectrum of the Air Force’s military aircraft: trainer, attack, fighter, cargo, bomber, re-
connaissance, electronic warfare, drone. You name it, it was there. With the cutbacks in Air Combat Command’s sup-
port for the Tactical Demonstration Teams this year it was one of the few air shows in the US where one could experi-
ence the raw power of modern combat jets in action. It also had warbirds and civilian aerobatic acts, providing some-
thing of interest to just about every air show enthusiast. It marked the end of the season for the Thunderbirds and was
also the final flight of the F-22 Raptor Demo Team pilot.

Access to the air show is via bus shuttle from the parking lots of the Las Vegas Motor Speedway. It pays to get there
early, since although the gates don’t open until 0900, air show enthusiasts, especially photographers, start lining up
much earlier than that. Security checks are conducted at the parking lot so once you disembark at the flightline you
are free to set up your chairs along more than a mile of open flightline. Then it’s a mad scramble to try to view the
hundred or so aircraft and vehicles on static display. The air show began at 10:30 with the USAF Academy’s Wings of
Blue Parachute Team flying in the colors: one jumper trailing the flags of the five armed services, another the US flag.
The flying began with a re-enactment of a Korean War air battle featuring an AT-6, two Mustangs, a Bearcat, a Yak-9
and a T-33 jet. All made several passes, often low and accompanied by pyrotechnics on the field. Following this skir-
mish, Greg “Wired” Colyer flew his aerobatic routine showing off the Shooting Star’s capabilities. The Desert Rats then
flew a series of maneuvers in their four Nanchang CJ-6s, gracefully changing formation on each pass. Clay Lacy put on
a nice show in his Learjet and Chuck Coleman finished up the solo aerobatic segment with a very dynamic presentation
in his Extra 300.

The Horsemen began over a decade ago as the world's only P-51 Mustang formation aerobatic team. Since that time,
the team has added other aircraft to its repertoire, including F8F Bearcats, FAU Corsairs, and P-38 Lightnings. At this
show they flew three silver and yellow F-86 Sabres in very close formation through a series of loops and rolls. Steve
Hinton flew lead, with Dan Friedkin and Ed Shipley seemingly glued to his wings in a demonstration of precision flying
worthy of the Thunderbirds or Blue Angels.
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The military portion of the air show began with a Missouri Air Guard C-130 Hercules dropping parachutists
from the 820th Rapid Engineer Deployable Heavy Operational Repair Squadron Engineers (RED HORSE)
squadron, which provides air-mobile construction and repair capabilities. Their ground equipment was also
on static display. A B-1B Lancer from Dyess AFB then took off and performed several passes demonstrating
its swing-wing geometry, its final high-speed flyby accompanied by a massive wall of fire.
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As soon as it landed, the airfield came under attack from a pair of F-16s in distinctive Aggressor camouflage. Two F-15C Eagles im- S —
mediately scrambled with full afterburners and soon the fight was on. The aircraft banked and turned tightly and dispensed flares » 7 €
as a missile counter-measure in a dynamic demonstration of air-to-air combat. The aircraft and crews are from the 57th Wing, the » "«} s
most diverse wing in the Air Force, and is a part of the U.S. Air Force Warfare Center which is based at Nellis AFB, "Home of the » | -\ Y _ azsal
Fighter Pilot." Training for such advanced air combat is their primary mission. An equally impressive demonstration of the Air
Force’s air-to-ground attack capabilities was put on by pairs of Thunderbolt Ils, Fighting Falcons and Strike Eagles. The A-10s started
the action with low strafing runs, closely followed by bomb and missile-laden F-16Cs and F-15Es. The infield between the runways
erupted in flame and smoke from the pyrotechnics, and the aircraft once again dispensed large numbers of flares at both ends of
the runways. Finally, all ten aircraft passed by in review, peeling off at show center to land.

.

This was to be Maj. Henry “Schadow” Schantz’s last US air show as the F-22 Raptor demonstration pilot and he pulled out all the
stops. He seemed to keep the aircraft in afterburner during the whole show, even during the tail slide and flat spin. His final pass
was fast, low and incredibly noisy. He then joined up with the waiting P-51D Mustang “Wee Willy 1I” and two of the F-86 Sabres for ML LSS
the Heritage Flight. The three passes by the four aircraft flying in close formation was a stirring sight. After Sunday’s final flight, Maj Schantz was doused by his
wife and children with a fire engine water hose, and by his teammates with bottles of sparkling (non-alcoholic) wine. And then it was time for the headline act,
the final show of the season for the Thunderbirds. It was also the final flight as demonstration pilots for #2 Captain Ryan Riley, #4 Major Nicholas Holmes and #5
Major J.R. Williams. The bright blue desert skies and the rugged face of Sunrise Mountain formed the perfect backdrop to their precision manoeuvres. The sun

had already begun to dip below the horizon as the pilots landed: a perfect ending to a great Veteran’s Day weekend and a fitting end to the 2012 air show season.

AAAAAAAN

Attendance was estimated at just over 100,000 for both days. This is somewhat lower than in recent years, perhaps due to the high winds, grey clouds and threat
of storms on Saturday, and the unseasonably cold temperatures with highs only in the low 50s. But Sunday dawned with severe clear conditions which persisted
throughout the day. There were sufficient food booths and bathroom facilities distributed throughout the air show grounds that lines were not an issue, and
prices were reasonable. Free water was available from military water trailers. There were no chalets or premium seating for the general public, but several
bleachers were provided at show center. A large kid’s zone was located just inside the entrance area. Premiering at this show was the Air Force’s new mobile F-22
flight simulator featuring imagery shot at Nellis. The viewing area is west of the double 03/21 runways, meaning that the afternoon sun is over your right shoul-
der. Show right, with the best lighting, is also closest to the hot ramp. Since much of the air-to-air demonstration takes place at the north end of the base it’s a
good idea to attend both days and sample the action from various vantage points. Taxiing takes

place quite close to the audience, with aircraft utilizing both near and far runways for takeoffs .

and landings. A zoom lens is therefore the best choice unless shooting with multiple cameras. %

The narration of Gordon Bowman-Jones is not to everyone’s taste, but his shtick seemed fitting

for Vegas.

ASR Media would like to thank the Nellis AFB Public Affairs Office for their assistance, in particu-
lar A1C Young for coordinating the media access and Master Sgt. Miller whose dedication and
hard work got us our photos and interviews.
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Despite the tough economic situation worldwide that resulted in a number of air shows being can-
celled or changed to a biennial event from an annual one, we were fortunate to attend 62+ very dif-
ferent air shows and aviation events this season.

To pick the BEST air show for ASR, was not a simple decision to make. All of our contributors had
different favorites, and all their ratings and input had to be taken into consideration.

Our process of elimination started off with shows with bad weather, and in 2012 there were quite a
lot of them. While this is not the organizer's fault, watching an air show in the rain or under grey
skies is less than ideal for any spectator, including us at ASR. Next, we eliminated shows over the
water and without a static portion of the show, because that is an important part of an air show.
What was left was split into two major segments: Military and Civilian. It would be very unfair to
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I. Aviation Nation Nellis AFB, NV
2. 2012 Blue Angels Homecoming, Pensacola,
FL
. 28th Wings Over Houston Air Show
. SAFI Open Days, Malla
MCAS Miramar Air Show
. CAF Midland Airsho
7. 2012 Rotorfest all Helicopter Show, West
Chester, PA
8 San Francisco Fleet Week. California
9. NATO Days, Ostrava, Czech Republic
10. 20th Malta International Air Show, Malta
11. Wings Over North Georgia Air Show, Rome,
GA
12. California International Air Show, Salinas,
CA
13. Airpower Over the Midwest, Scolt AFB, IL
14. NAS Oceana, Virginia Beach, VA
15. California Capital Air Show, Sacramento, CA
16. Slovak International Air Fest, Slovakia
17. Wings, wheels and tracks, American
Airpower Museum, NY
18. Watsonville Fly-in and Air Show,
Watsonville, CA
19, Cleveland National Air Show, Ohio
20. CIAS aka CNE Air SHOW, Toronto, Ontario
21. 54th Annual Chicago Air and Water Show, IL
22. Air Force Week in New York City, NY
23. Thunder Over the Boardwalk Atlantic City,
NJ
24. Wings Over Wine Country Air Show, Santa
Rosa, CA
25. Great New England Air Show, Westover
ARB, MA
26. Thunder over Michigan, Ml
27. Seattle Seafair / Boeing Air Show, WA
28. Florennes International Air Show, Belgium
29. McCord Air Expo and Air Show, WA
30. Farnborough International Air Show, UK

31. Greatest Show On Turf, Geneseo, NY
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Air Shows and Aviation events we covered in 2012 (in reverse chronological order)
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59.
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62.

Veetren Dayton Air Show, Ohio

RIAT, Fairford, UK
Tacoma Freedom Fair Airshow, WA
Westmoreland County Air Show, Latrobe, PA
Rhaode Island Mational Guard Air Show, R1L
Hamilton Air Show, Ontario
2012 NATO Tiger Meet, Norway

Borden Air Show, Ontario

Aerospace Forum Malmen Air Base Air
Show, Sweden

22nd WWII Weekend, Reading. PA

4th Annual Waterloo Air Show, Waterloo,
Ontario

2012 Fleet Week New York City, NY

Jones Beach Air Show, Wantagh, NY
Legends of Airpower and Armor Memorial
Day Weekend, American Airpower Museum
60th ANNIVERSARY OF THE
ESQUADRILHA DA FUMACA (Smoke
Squadron) - Brazil

Warbirds Over the Beach Airshow, Virginia
Beach

2012 Joint Services Open House and Alr
Show Andrews AFB, Maryland

2012 Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst
Open House and Air Show, NJ

Planes of Fame, Chino, CA

Cervia Air Show, ltaly

MCAS Cherry Point Air Show

2012 Robins Air Show, Robins AFB, Georgia
70th Anniversary of DoolittleTokyo Raiders
Neuburg AB visit, Germany

Thunder & Lightning over Arizona, Davis-
Monthan AFB

2012 Marraketch Air Show, Morocco, Africa
MCAS Yuma Air Show

NAF El Centro Air Show

2012 TICO Warbird Air Show

Annual ACC Heritage Conference March 2-4

2012 Singapore Air Show
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by Dan Adams with phot(igraphy as noted

for the flight that would
] e and we tax-
admiring the authe rki ously swing
one thing that surpasses %h emoti
league, Norman Graf, and"I'had the honer
Oceana Air Show.

The C-45F is the military version of the Beechcraft\%r
1937, over 9,000 were built in over 32 variations. Flown d¢
the C-45 Expeditor, the AT-7 Navigator and the AT-11 Kansar
and SNB-1 (Kansan). The Navigator version was (naturally) u
fied to be a bombing and gunnery trainer. Some C-45s were provie ed
In the early morning sunlight, our C-45F (“CC-696") sat on therhot-ramp.a
Looking exactly“as it did when it left the factory in 1945, the Expeditor is an
tip of its nose to its:.twin tail. CC-696’s military career saw it used by all se
tional insignia markings and not the markings of any particular branch. Outfitte:
has room for 5 in the cabin. CC-696’s post-war career saw it used as a corporate'tra

had been outfitted accordingly with-leather-trimmed seating. Y
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The business end of the C-45, above.
Enjoying the ride Norman (left) and

Dan (right) in the middle.

Hal Ewing, William Doty, and Sandy
Doty, left to right on the bottom.
Virginia Beach from the C-45 on the
right.

Dan Adam

Dan Adam

Back to INDEX



he ﬁrst time at the N acl Sppwlle Air Show in November of 2011 while do-
t for Middle Georgia Collegé's"ae-ronautlcs classes. He klndly agreed to let me at- :
‘ 0 cameras to his highly self modified Pitts $2-S (naméd Prometheus) and accompany
nis crew out to the runway for his ribbon cut maneuvers. There really is nothing like having a biplane
fly b Qﬁ:paéﬁlng 200 miles per ho‘\r merely one foot off the ground.

LR

| |

e
From Skip's website ( A \ ), regarding Ski
of 4000FPM; max speed of)197,M-PH, stall speed o

40 es, this is an all-muscle biplane. St
ip the airshow machine he wan

.. rsepower was g_ﬁ
gil

\ S|ICkS the‘r%-cﬁ ding g
Sklp has a;massed over eight thousand hours in everythlng from his Cessna 150 to the 727s he

captains for FedEx, and has been flying aerobatic competitions and air shows for over te
years. He, his wife Christina and their daughter Aliana live near Memphis, TN.

A

ometheus': With a climb rate
mpty weight of 1146&85 and range of
as a Pitts S-2S, Prometheus was modified to give
flying machine looks like a good old Amsrlcanﬂot Rod.
the big three bladed prop reminds you of aversized racing
akes it look fast sitting on the ground, and the paint job yells

After the Jacksonville show, | found Skip's air show performer profile on Face-
book and stayed in touch with-hir\\ on the page. Over the past summer, he
announced his annual hangar party for a weekend in September. My un-
cle and | flew to the Millington airport for a day of barbecue, flying
stories and aerobatics. Skip and some RC pilots flew a 40% scale
model of his air show plane and a few radio controlled helicop-
in the field behind his hangar before Skip hopped in his
and gave a few rides to some thrilled youngsters. Upon
switched to his fiery Pitts and performed a short
crowd. At that point we had organized a photo
platform. Jack Estes, a local CFl took the lead

ters
Cessna 152
his return he
aerobatic routine for the
flight, using his 152 as the
for the flight while | sat in the

right seat of the Cessna with the window open. Skip and his air show crew
chief Dave Robinson (in a Pitts Model 12) formed up with us just as the golden hour of
sunlight began. We made several wide circles around and over the airport until Skip was

low on fuel, at which point he, then Dave, then Jack and | landed on runway 22. 2

|
Many thanks to Skip, Jack, Dave, Rafael Garcia, and everyone else who made this photo shoot possi-

ble.
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DUR T2 VISIT

Article and photography by the Editor

PARIS LAS DEGAS HOTE 18-13

Our inaugural visit to the ICAS convention was an interesting experience for ASR Media. Our visit will most
likely not be our last to this convention held annually in December, at the end of air show season, in Las Ve-
gas.

We met some of our friends from the air show circuit: performers, military pilots, media and event organizers
such as Jacquie Warda, Joe “Rifle” Shetterly, Melissa and Rex Pemberton, Scott “Scooter” Yoak, Theresa R.
Eaman with Robert Yanacsek, Maj. Dylan "HABU" Thorpe, Guy Eoff, Hugh Shields, and the list goes on and
on. We also met many of the performers whose images we took over the years and featured in The Maga-
zine, and on our website, but we never had a chance to talk to in person, for some reason or another.

The convention has a very busy time schedule with several sessions going on at the same time. Some of them
are free and for some one has to pay extra to get in. It is an excellent place to learn about air shows and
about organizing one, but for us, as we are not an event organizer, the most interesting area was the socializ-
ing and networking aspect, and there were plenty of opportunities. Ralph Royce, a well-known Air Boss of
AirPros, a member of the ICAS Board of Directors and a longtime friend of ours, introduced us to several key
people, and hopefully these introductions will pan out in 2013 for us in a positive way.

Overall the ICAS convention was very well organized, and it ran well as a professional convention should, but
we also noticed some minor occurrences that could have been handled better, namely Wednesday’s Lunch-
eon, the Talent Night, and Thursday’s Banquet. All of them were held on a first come/first served basis, and
it was hard to find a seat at a table, especially at the luncheon and at the banquet. It seemed that there were
more people than spots available at the tables! For the Thursday’s Banquet, people lined up early by the
doors in a roped off area, but as soon as the doors opened, everybody just made a mad dash towards the
doors, many taking the roped off areas down and jumped the queue. For all occasions it was a cash bar, with
several locations in the hall during the events but for the Talent Night there was only one cash bar available
resulting in long line ups.

The Talent Night was a blast especially the performance by Capt. Scott Greenfield, Snowbird #10, Theresa R.
Eaman and Brandon Howard and The T-birds. We have additional photos of the event on our Facebook page.
To see them visit us on Facebook at this link: http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Magazine-by-
AirShowsReviewcom/178292701241?ref=hl

By any measure it was also quite an expensive trip for the two of us, Ricardo and me, to attend from Sunday
to Thursday night, but when taking everything into consideration it was well worth it!

On the opposite page are some of our friends, left to right from the top: Scott “Scooter” Yoak, Jacquie B, Lt.

Col. John Klatt, Maj. Dylan “HABU” Thorpe, Tora Tora Tora guys, Guy Eoff, Melissa and Rex Pemberton and
Joe “Rifle” Shetterly.
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